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shortly after and "Nashborough" became a
new outpost of civilization. The present
name was adopted at the time of incorpora-
tion in 1784; it became the state capital in
1843. The Southern Convention that de-
nounced the Wilmot Proviso met here in
1850. The battle of Nashville (which see)
was fought in 1864. The Tennessee Centen-
nial Exposition was held at Nashville in 1897.
The city is governed by a mayor and council,
with three commissioners. Population, 1920,
118,342; 1930, 153,866, a gain of 30 per cent.
NA' SMYTH, james (1808-1890), a
Scotch engineer, born and educated at Edin-
burgh. He became a manufacturer of ma-
chine tools, and developed a large industry.
The steam hammer, which has rendered possi-
ble the immense forgings now employed, was
invented by him in 1S39. The steam pile
driver and the safety foundry ladle are
among his other inventions. He also
achieved distinction as an astronomer. See
steam hammer.
file_0.wmf


NAST, thomas (1840-1902), an Amer-
ican caricaturist, illustrator and painter,
born in Bavaria. At the age of sis he emi-
grated with his parents to America, and when
only twenty he contributed cartoons on the
Civil War to American and English period-
icals. Returning to America from a trip to
Italy he became connected with Harper's
Weeklyj for which his best work was done.
In his particular line, pictorial satire, Nast
stands in the foremost rank. His severe and
pointed caricatures did much toward break-
ing up the notorious Tweed "ring" of New
York. Nast also pro-
duced some credita-
ble oil paintings. He
originated the "Tam-
many tiger," tlie
"Republican ele-
phant" and the
^Democratic d o n -
key/1 which have
been retained as pop-
ular designations to
the present day.
FASTORTItTM,
m$ twr'shw, a gen-
as tff plants native to
Botrtii America and
MfedGo, and widely       nasturtium
cultivated everywhere for ornamental pur-
poses.   Botlr the climbing and bushy vane-
the lafcter mueh used for garden borders,
 are rapid growers and prolific bloomers.
The glossy leaves and stems, which are crisp
and juicy, and have a pungent flavor, are
much used in salads. The flowers are gor-
geously colored, red, yellow and pink pre-
dominating in North America.
NATAL, na tdhl', a province in the Union
of South Africa., It has an area of 35,284
square miles and is nearly as large as the
state of Indiana. The climate is sub-tropical
and is well-suited to white persons. The
census of 1931 gave a population of about
1,500,000; of these 158,000 were Europeans;
Sugar, cereals, tanning bark, mining and
whaling are very valuable industries.
Natal was annexed to Cape Colony in 1844
but was given a separate government under
British officers the next year; in 1856 it be-
came a self-governing colony, and in 1910 it
entered the Union of South Africa. The capi-
tal of the province is Pietermaritzburg; the
population of the city is more than 36,000, of
which one-half are Europeans.
See also union or south africa.
NATCH'EZ, Miss., the county seat of
Adams County, 100 miles southwest of Jack-
son, on the Mississippi River and on the Mis-
sissippi Central, Illinois Central, Missouri
Pacific, Louisiana & Arkansas and the Texas
& Pacific railroads. There are also four bus
lines and an airport. The site of the city is
on a bluff 200 feet above the river. Impor-
tant buildings and institutions are the munic-
ipal building, the memorial hall, the high
school auditorium, Natchez College (for
Negroes), and Jefferson Military College,
which is six miles distant. There are three
large parks. A national military cemetery
adjoins the city.
Many points of historical interest draw
thousands of visitors annually: the home
where Jefferson Davis married; another home
where Andrew Jackson wooed and won his
wife; the headquarters of General Grant;
numerous estates such as the homestead of
Winthrop Sargent, first territorial governor,
and the estate of General Monmouth.
Industrial establishments produce bo-xes,
candy, mill products, cottonseed oil and tex-
tiles.
The Indians destroyed the French fort in
1720. The English came into possession in
1763, but the Spaniards captured the place
in 1779; in 1798 the United States took pos-
session. Natchez was capital of the state from
1798 to 1820. Population, 1930,13,422,

